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We need a different kind of world - a world without war, exploitation, oppression and ecological devastation. We believe those conditions stem 
from a social system that ultimately favors only a small ruling class and that they won't give up their profits or power without a struggle. Their 
system promotes a dog-eat-dog culture and seriously risks a common catastrophe for us all. To live and love, we must fight. Anarchism is a 
revolutionary vision for life without bosses, landlords, police, racism or rape. It is also a method for organizing in the here and now based on 





solidarity, mutual aid, and direct action. M1's affinity is built around four principles: 1) commitment to revolution 2) working class orientation 
3) non-doctrinaire anarchism 4) non-sectarian and multi-layered approach to organization. 
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Over the last year and a half the murder of young 
Black people by the police has sparked a 
powerful movement against white supremacy 
and police brutality. While many different 
strategies and agendas have been in play, the 
high points of this on-going struggle have seen 
Black working-class communities assert a total 
rejection of the racist police and a refusal to 
allow anyone to set limits over the movement. 


Direct Action in Minneapolis 


In Ferguson/St. Louis MO, Baltimore MD and 
more recently in Minneapolis MN protesters 
have carried out amilitant struggle against the 
police and the system they protect. Now 
Chicago seems to have entered a moment of 
crisis too, where the community is also saying 
“No more!”. 


Precinct for several hours. 


Some organizers tried to stop this militant reaction. 
They insisted that the protests must be non-violent. 
They blamed “outside agitators” and “white 
anarchists”. This was a lie that sought to erase the 
leading role of militants from the neighborhood, as 
well as Black and other anarchists of color, and also 
aimed to isolate and eject white radicals that had 
joined in. The overwhelming impetus for the fight- 
back that night came from Black northsiders. They 
didn’t need to be agitated by anyone. The unity of 
Black militants from the community and multi-racial 
radicals in the street, fighting back, was very 


In Minneapolis, anarchists, Wobblies and other 
radicals have actively participated in the 
upsurge in response to the police murder of 25 
year-old African-American truck driver Jamar 
Clark there: joining in mass direct action 
protests and militant resistance, advocating and 
organizing for community self-defense, forging 
unity and support for families of those murdered 
by police, researching and exposing the racist 
president of the Police Federation and the 
dangers of “bad-jacketing” within the 
movement, and building relationships with 
militants from the community and the movement. 


powerful. 


Community Self-Defense 
The close to 1000 fatalities in the U.S. this year 
from police shootings are not acase of afew bad 
apples. The role of the police is not to “serve 
and protect” our communities, but rather to 
intimidate and contain us. The police are one of 
the main tools used by the rich and powerful to 
maintain this racist, unfair and unequal system. 
So this is nothing new, but it has become too 
much. The government doesn’t respond to 
passive please for justice, but it can be made to 
pay a social cost for injustice. 

SOITy. 
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An important struggle on the Eastside of Detroit has the look of being won. Fannie Mae, the 
mortgage-lending giant, has been attempting to evict Lela over a mortgage taken out by her 

mother. Uniting with neighbors and Detroit Eviction Defense (DED) Lela looks likely to be 

keeping her home. 


Her neighborhood has become a symbol of the social crisis across the city. The last few 
years has seen a mass transfer of wealth from working people to the banking industry; one 
more of the many attacks on working peoples by corporate interests. It’s also the result of 
ruthless predatory lenders and property managers looking to make quick money at working 
people’s expense. 


Lela’s fight is important because she’s refusing to be moved. Her struggle joins others who 
will not allow the banks and government to continue destructive practices of eviction. DED 
uses tactics from disrupting and politicizing the court process to active mobilization and 
direct action in the streets. We in First of May (M1) see it is as a crucial step towards 
community defense against racist, anti-working class attacks that Detroiters are facing. M1 
have been working with DED and Lela from day one. 


Lela’s fight has meant organizing people to build a community based on solidarity, mutual 
aid and resistance. Lela’s neighbors who run the Black urban farm, Freedom Freedom Farm, 
play big roles in bringing new people around this campaign. The Committee organized 
socials and concerts as well as the creation of a beautiful mural declaring the neighborhood 
an eviction free zone. 


Lela, like so many others who are faced with eviction, thought of going it alone, staying 
quiet, not always sure of what to do next. As this campaign developed she plays a central 
role in its course and strategy. Lela and her allies have been working towards an inevitable 
home defense but now, things are looking hopeful. We consider this new outcome the result 


of organizing to stand against Fannie Mae, the government and the court system. 
-Red X (Detroit M1) 


The movement in Minneapolis marched on the 4th 
Precinct Police Station in the heart of the northside 
Black community, occupying the front vestibule and 
setting up an encampment on the surrounding streets 
and sidewalks for 18 days. When police first tested 
the resolve of the protest by forcibly removing the 
occupiers and some of the encampment, protesters 
responded by blockading all of the Precinct’s 
entryways, keeping the cops penned in the building. 
Police power-sprayed mace and shot chalk at the 
crowds. Many protesters answered with rocks and 
bottles. A mobile police surveillance camera tower 
was pulled over by neighborhood rebels, forming a 
barricade. Protesters continued to lay siege to the 


On the night of November 23rd white supremacist 
fascists attacked the protest encampment in 
Minneapolis, shooting and wounding 5 protesters.. 
Black community militants responded the next night 
by ensuring that the protest encampment was safe. 
Serious barricades of firewood were built in the 
street and a well equipped but low-key security 
network posted up on the edges of the protest. 
Multi-racial working-class defense groups 
integrated into the neighborhood defense structure. 
Any further fascist attackers would have been very 





While we strongly advocate and participate in movements for 
justice for victims of police murder and brutality, we cannot just 
continue to respond to each tragic injustice — we need to promote 
and build for community self-defense. Beyond monitoring the 
police and providing security for the movement and certain 
neighborhoods, community self-defense projects can begin 
addressing some real issues that lead folks to call the cops today 
such as domestic violence and mental crises. These projects must 
be open to democratic discussion and decision-making and 
accountable to the communities they are based in. And finally we 
need an understanding of what we are up against and what it will 
take to win. 


For us, as anarchists, that means a revolutionary struggle, 
controlled by the grassroots (not by top-down leaders), against 
this system of exploitation and oppression and the government 
and police that protects it. It’s a big task, and Community Self- 
Defense is where we begin. — Kdog (Minnesota M1) 


Chicago: Moment of Crisis 


Chicago is in crisis. Gun violence is out of hand, schools are underfunded, rents are up, 
and pollution plagues poor neighborhoods. Two-thirds of residents now oppose Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel even though he was just re-elected last spring. The day after Christmas, 
police shot and killed a 19-year-old college student and a 55-year-old mother of five, 
both black. Major social struggles erupted in 2015, and have created an opening for 
bigger movements in 2016. 


First the election. Emanuel won, but it took two rounds. Elections don’t solve 
fundamental social problems, and Rahm’s main opponent was hardly a radical 
alternative. Still, the runoff highlighted anger against policies that help the rich at the 
expense of poor and working people. 


Then came the fight over Dyett High School, which sits empty after decades serving an 
all-black neighborhood. Rahm wanted to let a private charter school operator take over 
the building, but community activists staged a hunger strike and disrupted multiple 
public events, demanding it remain a regular public school. Across the city, anger with 
Rahm grew even though he agreed to reopen Dyett as a public school. 


In November, the city was forced to release video of a white officer shooting a black 
teenager named Laquan McDonald sixteen times, killing him. People were horrified by 
the footage even though many know police shoot people every week on average and kill 
someone almost monthly. But violent cops are almost never punished. Dozens of 
protests disrupted business as usual, and most were organized by young people of color 
including many queer and trans activists. Public anger forced Rahm to fire his police 
chief and now many demand he resign himself. 


What’s next? The latest killings may escalate the fight sparked by McDonald’s murder. 
Meanwhile Chicago is almost bankrupt and the Teachers Union recently voted to 
approve what would be their second strike in four years. Protests amidst the crisis show 
regular Chicagoans are coming to realize we have collective power in spite of a bullying 
mayor, a racist school system and trigger-happy police. Maybe 2016 can be the year we 
take things to the next level. —- Francis Coyle (Chicago M1) 


First of May Anarchist Alliance web: www.m1aa.org 


email: m1aa@riseup.net facebook: 1MayAA 





